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course Ms Grace last, he was of another opinion. And In
truth, my regard to his Grace's Interest was the principal
reason of opposing a clause, that I foresaw might embarrass
his business here.

There happened another affair relating to one Langton,
of whom I formerly gave you some account.1 The Com-
mons found him on the establishment for a small pension ;
and having an III notion of him and his Informations, they
took this occasion to examine his merits; In order to
which, they sent up a message to the Lords, to desire leave
of Judge Coote,2 who had taken his examinations, and
those of his witnesses, to come down, and Inform the com-
mittee: and this seemed the more necessary, because the
examinations taken by the Council were burned : 3 but the
Lords refused to let the Judge go down, as desired, and
passed a vote to take the examination of the matter Into
their hands. This, I foresaw, might prove another bone of
contention, and did oppose It, but with the same success
as the former. Langton pleaded privilege, as chaplain to
the Bishop of Ossory,* and refused to appear before the
Commons: on which they passed the angry resolves you
will find In their votes. The examination of this matter has
employed much of the Lords' time to very little purpose.
My opposing this was made an objection against me by
some, that wish now my advice had been taken.

The business of the city of Dublin, of which I gave you
an account formerly,5 embroils us very much. We have at
the council rejected four mayors and eight sheriffs, all
regularly elected by the city; some of them the best
citizens In the town, and much In the interest of the
Government We begin to be sick of It, and I am afraid,
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8 Hie Hon. Thomas Coote, wliose father was created Baron Coote
of Colooney, and whose brother and grandson became Earls of Bella-
monty had been appointed a justice of the King's Bench by William III,
When on a visit to London he sought the companionship of Swift, to
whom he was personally known, "to justify his principles'* ("Prose
Works/* ii, 307), and evinced such opinions as led to his supersession
on the accession of George I. After his retirement from the bench he
was noted for his patriotic efforts to promote industrial enterprise in
Ireland-

3 In the previous April many public papers and records had been
destroyed In a disastrous fire*

* Supra^ p, 192, B. 2.                                   5 Supra, p. 259.        of St. John         of Harley.   Forther
